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Abstract 
Ebonyi, like other states in Nigeria is faced with the rampaging incidence of domestic 

violence. To stem this ugly trend, Ebonyi State Government domesticated and signed 

into law the VAPP bill in 2018. With this law, such practices as female genital 

mutilation, denial of widow’s right to husband’s property and wife or husband battery 

became outlawed. To get the Ebonyi people, particularly, the rural dwellers educated on 

this important development, the two radio stations in the state do broadcast messages and 

programmes on the VAPP law. Consequently, the study aimed at determining the level of 

knowledge and application of radio messages on VAPP law among the rural dwellers in 

Ebonyi state. It also aimed at evaluating how these rural dwellers perceive the radio 

messages on the VAPP law and verifying the major factors inhibiting their knowledge 

and application of these radio messages. To carry out the study, descriptive research 

method was adopted. The sample size was 380 and questionnaire was the instrument of 

data collection. The findings suggest that the rural dwellers in the state not only have 

significant knowledge of the radio VAPP law messages, but they are applying the law. 

Finding also suggests that the people’s level of education significantly correlated with 

their knowledge of the messages. However, majority of them still believe that many of 

the provisions of the VAPP law as aired by the stations are in conflict with their culture. 

Consequently, the study recommended that governments and non-governmental agencies 

in Ebonyi state should sponsor the increased frequency of these radio VAPP law 

messages on the air to consolidate on the gains already made, and that, the people’s 

dialects should be used in broadcasting the radio messages. 

 

Key Words: Framing, Perceptual Actions, Probing, Radio Messages, Violence Against Persons 

Prohibition Law 

  

Introduction 

The role of radio broadcast as an effective tool for information dissemination, education and 

entertainment of the rural dwellers in Nigeria cannot be over emphasized. It is in recognition of this fact 

that Alum (2015) identifies radio as an avenue for participatory communication and as a tool relevant in 

both economic, social and health development of people, especially, in the rural areas. Radio 

broadcasting, according to Apuke (2016), refers to the process of sending and receiving messages through 

the air, using electromagnetic waves. Oyero (2010) describes radio as an ideal means of mass 

communication in a third world country like Nigeria. This is because it provides access to information for 

a large number of people, both literate and non-literate; and it is very cheap to acquire, own and maintain 

a radio set without dependency on electric power supply. Radio’s uniquely pervasive and penetrative 

characteristics make it stand out amongst other media channels (Myers, 2008). Ezaka (2018) maintains 

that radio has served several purposes in different areas of human life; for instance, in politics; it has 

helped to build up potent force to control the minds of the people towards governance. In the area of 

commerce, it has significantly assisted in creating reputable interface between producers/service providers 
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and their customers, (Nwankwo, 2012). In his own account, Aliede (2012) submits that in the area of 

education, the radio has proved to be effective and unbiased in enlightening both the literate and the semi-

illiterate about many sensitive issues that contributed to their welfare, growth and development.  

 

However, Nwankwo (2012) posits that radio like many other products of modern technologies is a 

mere tool in man’s hand. This means that what the radio does for the society is dependent on what its 

operators garbage in. This therefore, makes it imperative that broadcasters, must at all times, emphasise 

diligence, professionalism and people centric communications. In doing this, the broadcasters must 

understand the demographic and psychographic backgrounds of their audiences. This will certainly help 

them in framing their messages and campaigns to meet the positive perceptions of the people. When these 

basic professional norms in broadcasting is violated, the radio becomes just a simple tool for information 

dissemination; and highly impotent when it comes to desirable social changes. Perhaps, it is the strong 

believe in the effectiveness of the radio as a tool of social, political and cultural change and mobilisation 

in the society that has informed its massive use by the Ebonyi State governments and the partnering 

development agencies, in awareness creation, sensitization and education of the Ebonyi people on the 

provisions of the Violence Against Persons Prohibition (VAPP) Law in the state. 

 

 The VAPP bill was passed into an act in Nigeria by the National Assembly and was officially signed 

into law on the 25th day of May 2015. The aim of the law is to curtail the prevalence of violence against 

persons popularly called domestic violence in Nigeria. Meanwhile, violence against persons otherwise 

called domestic violence refers to the wilful intimidation, physical assault, sexual molestation, and other 

abusive behaviour as part of an asymmetric power and control perpetrated by one against another or 

intimate partner against another in the society (National Collation against Domestic Violence, 2016). 

Violence against persons includes physical, sexual, psychological and emotional abuses.  According to 

Ogunmosunle (2012), the ultimate end of domestic violence is death. Espousing further, Ogunmosunle 

(2012), posits that domestic violence may also mean endangerment, criminal coercion, kidnapping, 

unlawful imprisonment, trespassing, harassment and stalking to gain or maintain power and control over 

another or an intimate partner. The devastating consequence of physical, emotional, and psychological 

violence against persons cuts across generations and lasts for a lifetime. 

 Globally, the prevalence of domestic violence against persons has become a worrisome issue that 

requires serious attention. No wonder, Anyogu and Okpalaobi (2017) report that international studies on 

the prevalence of violence against persons reveal that approximately 20% of women and 5–10% of men 

are reportedly victims of domestic violence of different kinds on daily basis across the world.  Studies by 

European Union Agency for Fundamental Rights (FRA, 2020) reveal that 1 in 3 women in Europe has 

experienced physical and/or sexual violence (at least once she was 15 years). The study also shows that 

32% of women in European countries admitted that they have experienced sexual harassment by their 

bosses in office and 5% of them have been raped. BBC on several occasions reported rape attacks by John 

Worboys (also known as the Black Cab Rapist), including his rape attack on Miss Carrie, then fiancée to 

the current British Prime Minister, Boris Johnson. Following the outbreak of corona virus that is currently 

ravaging the world, the incidence of domestic violence increased in Europe and other parts of the globe. 

Global media channels are still awash with the protest that greeted the police killing of George Floyd 

whose death is widely believed to have been caused by “covid-19 pandemic of racism” in America. 

Earlier in February 7, 2020, BBC reported the gruesome murder of Mrs Gisselle Marimon-Herrare and 

her daughter Miss Allison by her husband, Mr Russsel Steele in Northern Ireland, UK. 
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Late Mrs Giselle Marimon-Herrera    Late Mr. George Floyd (Source: Cbc.com)            one of the scenes 

of the American  

wide protests that 

 greeted the brutal murder of 

George Floyd (cbc. com) 

And her daughter, Miss Allison( Source: PSNI) 

  

In Nigeria, cases of domestic violence are numerous. A typical instance was recorded on 14th May, 2016 

where a middle-aged man, Christopher Okon, an indigene of Ikot Abasi Local Government Area of Akwa 

Ibom State, was arrested by the police for allegedly killing his wife and mother of his five children while 

defending his secret lover from the wife who intended to beat the intruder in Port Harcourt, the capital 

city of Rivers State (Olumide, 2016).  

  

The domestication of VAPP Law in Nigeria was as a result of social and legislative advocacy by 

women’s groups and gender activists for 14 years. The law is also for the protection of men and women 

equally. It is against all forms of violence which comes as acts of omission and commission among 

people leading to physical, psychological and emotional harm. Therefore, whether it stems from culture 

or not, the law takes account of violence perpetrated both in public and private domain in Nigeria 

(Igboke, Ukwuma and Onogwu, 2013). It extends its coverage to acts normally regarded as cultural, for 

instance, female genital mutilation (female circumcision), Intimate partner violence (IPV), for instance, 

wife battery and rape, among other forms of violence, (Madugha, 2016).  

  

Ebonyi State, like every other state in Nigeria, is not free from the prevalence of domestic 

violence. Onoh, et al., (2013) reported that the overall prevalence of intimate partner violence in Ebonyi 

State is 44.6%. And quoting WHO, Onoh, et al., (2013) defined IPV as the range of sexually, 

psychologically and physically coercive acts used against adult and adolescent women by a current or 

former male partner. Nnachi (2019) reported that a herdsman, Mr. Laulo Isa on the 28 of Dec. 2019 raped 

one Mrs. Mary Okereke to death at Ugwulangwu, Ohaozara LGA, Ebonyi State, Okutu (2020) reported 

that Miss Chinenye Okoro killed her lover, Mr. Ifeanyi Okoro by pulling his genitals at Akaeze, Ivo LGA, 

Ebonyi State, Mbam (2018) gave an account of the police arrest of seven persons in Okpuitumo 

community, Abakaliki LGA, Ebonyi State in connection with the mutilation of the genital organ of Miss 

Nnedinma Simeon Obeji and Nnachi (2020) reported the arrest of three persons at Ohaukwu LGA, 

Ebonyi State over the mutilation of organs of two university undergraduate students.  

To stem the rising rate of domestic violence in  Ebonyi State, Governor David Nweze Umahi 

signed the domesticated VAPP bill into law on May, 2018. With this action, the state government and 

other partnering development agencies began to massively deploy radio messages and programmes to 

market the provisions of the law to the Ebonyi people, particularly, for the benefit of those residing in the 

rural communities. Meanwhile, Ebonyi state owns the Ebonyi Broadcasting Corperation (EBBC), and 

plays host to FRCN- Unity FM (101.5), all in Abakaliki.  These two radio stations mutually play role in 

creating awareness and educating the people of the state, especially, those in the rural areas about VAPP 

law. The stations regularly broadcast VAPP law messages and host programmes, that many a times, 

discuss the provisions of the law and the punishments for would be offenders.  For instance, the EBBC 

through different programmes as: “Nke na-eme eme”, “from the heart”, “ezi na ulo”, “Legal circle”, “life 

and living” do bring up issues relating to the VAPP law on regular basis.    

      

 FRCN unity F.M equally reaches the rural dwellers through her programme called “Know Your 

Right”. The “know your right programme” normally holds every Friday in a week. It educates the masses 

on the implications of human right abuses and provides jingles that warn people about breaking the laws 
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of the land, including issues relating to the VAPP law. In summary, the reviewed programmes of the two 

stations (unity FM and EBBC) in Ebonyi state is believed to be doing relatively appreciable works in 

creating awareness, sensitizing and educating the people about the VAPP law, particularly, among the 

residents of the rural communities.  

   

 However, the extent to which these VAPP law radio messages and programmes (which 

emphasize violence against wives by husbands, denial of widow’s right, atrocities of girl child 

circumcision and other repugnant cultural practices) are framed to address the cultural sensitivities and 

fears of the people is largely unverified. For instance, whereas the perpetrators and perpetuators of female 

genital mutilations in the state, particularly, in the rural areas, believe that by their culture that helping to 

ensure the proper upbringing of the victims, the radio VAPP law messages describe their actions as evil 

and wicked. What a contradiction! Meanwhile, failure to frame the messages to address the cultural shock 

occasioned by the law may be a plan to fail when it comes to the people’s knowledge, perceptions and 

applications of these messages in the state. The need to make this empirical verification about exposure, 

knowledge, perceptions and applications of these radio VAPP law messages among the residents of rural 

communities in Ebonyi State justifies the study.  

Statement of the Problem  

 Review of literature reveals the availability of studies on media messages and campaigns to end 

domestic violence in Nigeria through the use of legal instruments. However, analyses of these studies 

shows that researchers mainly focused on probing the use of the media, particularly, broadcast media, in 

creating awareness and educating the masses on the provisions of such legal instruments like the Ebonyi 

State VAPP law (under review), with little or no attention to how the people perceive and apply these 

media oriented messages. This is besides the fact that majority of these studies focused largely on media 

audiences in the urban and semi- urban areas of the country at the detriment of those in the rural 

communities who invariably constitute the bulk of the Nigerian population, for which, Ebonyi State is not 

an exception. 
  

 Meanwhile, evidence abound that awareness and knowledge about laws of the land among the 

people does not necessarily lead to their application of the laws to avoid legal punishments or seek redress 

from offenders. Available evidence indicates that such factors as, culture, media message frames and the 

people’s educational status correlates with their level of knowledge and application of the laws of the 

land. Thus, the need to ascertain if the radio VAPP law messages in Ebonyi State are framed to elicit 

corresponding application of the law among the residents of the rural communities of the state. Failure to 

do this would leave the government, development agencies, researchers and media programme handlers 

speculative about the possible influence and effectiveness of radio messages on VAPP law on the 

residents of the rural communities of Ebonyi state. If these speculative tendencies are allowed to remain, 

policy makers and development agencies will remain in the dark and imprecise on their use of radio 

messages to mobilise the people to know and apply the VAPP Law. The implication will largely be 

fruitless fights against domestic violence in the state.  

 

Objectives of the Study 

The broad objective of the study is the determination of the level of knowledge and application of radio 

messages on VAPP law among the residents of rural communities in Ebonyi State. The specific 

objectives included: 

1. Ascertaining the level of comprehension of radio broadcast on VAPP law among the residents of 

rural communities of Ebonyi state. 

2. Determining the level of application of radio broadcast on VAPP law among the residents of rural 

communities of Ebonyi state. 

3. Evaluating how the Ebonyi state rural dwellers perceive the radio messages on VAPP law. 

4. To verify the major factors inhibiting the knowledge and application of radio broadcast on VAPP 

law among the residents of rural communities of Ebonyi State. 
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Research Questions 

1. To what extent do the residents of rural communities of Ebonyi State understand radio broadcast 

on VAPP law? 

2. To what extent do the residents of rural communities of Ebonyi State apply radio broadcast on 

VAPP law? 

3. How do residents of rural communities of Ebonyi State perceive the radio messages on VAPP 

lwa? 

4. What are the major factors inhibiting the knowledge and application of radio broadcast on VAPP 

law among the residents of rural communities in Ebonyi State? 

 

 

 

 

Research Hypotheses  
 

 Hypothesis One 

Ho:  Exposure to radio messages on VAPP law among the residents of rural communities of  Ebonyi 

State  does not significantly predicts their knowledge of the law. 

  Hypothesis Two 
H0:      The level of knowledge on radio messages on VAPP law among the residents of rural 

 communities  of Ebonyi State does not significantly relate with their application of the law. 
 

         Hypothesis Three 

 Ho:    The people’s level of education does not significantly influence their application of the radio 

message on the VAPP law in the rural communities of Ebonyi State. 
 

 

REVIEW OF RELATED LITERATURE 

Domestic Violence in Nigeria: An Overview  

  The concept of domestic violence like every other concept has been viewed in different ways by 

different scholars. However, the perspective of these scholars are summed on two thematic issues; the 

means of its perpetration and its prevention. According to Jura, and Bukaliya (2015) domestic violence is 

conceived as an abuse of the fundamental human right of the victim and an abuse of power in a 

relationship displayed by assertions of verbal, physical, emotional and psychological control.  To Colleen 

(2014) domestic violence is a form of abusive behaviour in any relationship that is used by one partner to 

maintain a sense of control over the other. He further maintains it repeats itself in a cycle of events which, 

in the absence of any intervention could spread out of control. According to Nwankwo (2013), domestic 

violence is the intentional and persistent abuse of anyone in the home in a way that causes pain, distress 

or injury, it is a common occurrence throughout Nigeria and “wears many faces”, it involves disrespect 

and powerlessness that runs through women’s lives.  

 However, The United Nations Declaration on the Elimination of Violence against women (1995) 

cited in Ogunkorode (2013) defines domestic violence against women as any act of gender-based violence 

that results in or is likely to result in physical, sexual or psychological harm or suffering to women, 

including threats of such acts, coercion or arbitrary deprivation of liberty, whether occurring in public or 

in private. The National Domestic Violence Hotline - a US department of Health and Human Services 

(2013) sees domestic violence is the pattern of behaviour in any relationship which is used to gain or 

maintain control over an intimate partner. It is an intentional and persistent abuse of anyone in the home 
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in a way that causes pain, injury or death; it is regarded as an abusive treatment of one family member by 

another, thus violating the right of the victim. UNICEF (2000) cited in Ogunkorode (2013) states that 

domestic violence constitutes cruel, inhuman and degrading treatment which causes severe physical or 

mental pain. The Violence against Persons Prohibition Act (2015) defines domestic violence as any act 

perpetrated on any person in a domestic relationship where such causes harm or may cause imminent 

harm to the safety, health or well-being of any person.(VAPP Law, 2015) . In all, it suffices to accept that 

the Nigerian VAPP  law as domesticated in Ebonyi state  covers physical, emotional, psychological, 

sexual and economic violence against persons, 

 A Look at the Violence against Persons’ Prohibition (VAPP) law 

 Enactment of Violent against Person’s Prohibition Law (VAPP) became imperative in Nigeria 

due to increased number of reported cases of violence mated on people in the Nigerian society. The law 

was officially promulgated or signed into law on May 25th 2015. This was as a result of social and 

legislative advocacy by women’s groups and gender activists for 14 years. The law is also for the 

protection of men and women equally, and against all forms of violence which comes as acts of omission 

and commission among people leading to physical, psychological and emotional harm. Therefore, 

whether it stems from culture or not, the law takes account of violence perpetrated both in public and 

private domain in Nigeria (Igboke, Ukwuma and Onogwu, 2013). It extends its coverage to acts normally 

regarded as cultural, and created offences such as physical violence, harmful traditional practices, 

psychological violence, sexual violence and socio-economic violence (Madugha, 2016 ) .  

 The VAPP law also clearly addressed and gives a more balanced definition of rape than it exists 

in the Criminal Code Act (Nigeria Centre for Disease Control and Prevention, 2015). The VAPP law 

states that ‘A Person commits rape, if he or she penetrates the vagina, anus or mouth of another person 

with any part of his or her body or anything else, and without the consent of the other person (Aihie, 

2009). This definition gives a wider and more practicable view of what constitutes the offence of rape. 

The ingredient expanded beyond vaginal penetration, to penetration of the mouth and anus. It has also 

gone beyond offences against the female only to offences against any person be it male, female and 

children. The punishment ranges from a minimum of twelve years imprisonment without option of fine to 

life imprisonment. It also provides protection for the victim by way of compensation and from 

victimization.  

 Other offences succinctly dealt with by the VAPP law, include, inflicting physical injury on a 

person, forced financial dependence, female genital mutilation, and harmful traditional practices such as 

widowhood practices, deprivation of liberty, emotional, verbal and psychological abuse, forced isolation 

or separation from family and friends. It also includes political violence and violence by state actors. This 

law also provides for the prohibition of stalking, substance attack, protection order under threats of 

violence and compensation for victims. (Igbokwe, Ukwuma and Onugwu, 2013). The provisions of 

forced ejection from home are particularly relevant. This is because, it is an everyday occurrence and 

nobody cares much about it. The police are usually not very effective in issues between husband and wife 

unless where grievous bodily harm occurs. The picture being painted in the simplified version which 

reflects a situation where a man can be evicted by his wife is also very apt. (Anyogu and Okpalaobi, 

2017). The illustration shows that it can happen to any of the parties. Desertion which is a ground for 

divorce in the Matrimonial Act is also criminalized by the VAPP law. And mischievous relations who 

may want to prod their relation to abandon his or her family are also roped in and made parties to the 

offence.  

 Relevant section provides: ‘Any person that abandons a wife/husband, children or other 

dependent without any means of upkeep commits an offence and will be sent to prison for up to 3 years or 

pay a fine of up to N500, 000.00 or both fine and imprisonment’. ‘Any person that attempts, incites or 

supports someone to commit the offence will be sent to prison for up to 2 years or pay a fine of up to 



Ebonyi State University Journal of Mass Communication 

ISSN: 2449-0369 Vol. 7, Issue 1, pp. 57-70, June 2020 

 

 www.ebsujmc.com Page 7 
 

N200, 000 or both’, ‘any person that receives or assist someone that has committed the offence will be 

sent to prison for up to 2 years by the tone of the last leg of this provision, lovers outside the marriage to 

whom the offender may have gone to live with are also indicted, even before any divorce proceeding 

where they may be corresponds (Nwozo, 2016). 

 In Ebonyi state, VAPP law was made a legal instrument in 2018. According to News Agency of 

Nigeria (2018), the adoption and passage of the law in the state became imperative considering the rising 

incidence of violence against persons. The Speaker, Ebonyi State House of Assembly, Rt. Hon. Francis 

Nwifuru in his statement while enacting the VAPP law  said, “the law forbids violence against persons, 

prohibits Female Genital Mutilation (FGM) and protects vulnerable people especially women against all 

manners of violence, including wife battering. In giving ascent to the law, the Governor of Ebonyi state, 

David Umahi opined that the implementation of the law will guarantee the protection of vulnerable 

people in the society and give confidence to them. He therefore, ordered that copies of the law be 

distributed to presidents of town unions, local government chairmen and councillors to help in 

propagating it in their areas.  

Review of Empirical Studies 

 Alum (2015) carried out a study titled Influence of radio campaigns against the practice of female 

genital mutilation in Abia, Ebonyi and Enugu states. The study adopted a descriptive survey research 

design to study a population of 8,278,783 which was reduced to a researchable sample size of 385 using 

Australian calculator. The study adopted simple percentage method in data analysis. Finding of the study 

revealed among other things, that radio campaign against the practice of female genital mutilation is 

reaching the target audience who practice FGM in the three states covered. But, the study did not address 

the reader’s desire to find out if the audience exposure to the messages correlated to their understanding 

and application of the messages. This filling of this observed knowledge gap (which re-echoed in many 

other studies reviewed) was the target of this study.  

Meanwhile, Nwankwo, Ojo and Apeh (2015) in their study of the use of radio to promote Igbo 

language in Ebonyi State, Nigeria reported that the people indicated lack of interest in the studied radio 

programmes and such the messages were not eliciting the desired result. Adducing reason for these 

findings, the researchers opined that the use of English language or code-switching between English and 

Igbo languages is gradually becoming a culture in the Igbo land; and culture is hard to change. This 

position was echoed by Simon and Ndoma (2016) when they declared that their finding suggests that, 

“the journey of the Nigerian media in the transformation of indigenous culture is nothing to write home 

about”, (p. 7). Okoro and Ogwo (2018) made similar finding when they studied community elders, 

leaders and widows in the North Central, Nigeria. According to them, the analysis of their survey oriented 

data suggests that in spite of the use of local radio in disseminating messages targeted at eradicating 

harmful widowhood practices in the area, such obnoxious cultural practices still persisted. 

However, James, Akarike and Nnamdie (2017) differ in their submission when they declared that 

through the process of cultivation and proper framing of language that broadcast media can influence 

culture and effects cultural transformation over time. The finding made by Happer and Philo (2013) was 

more positively explicit. According to them their investigation of the role of the mass media in the 

construction of public belief and social change reveals that exposure to media messages led to significant 

attitudinal change in response to scenarios. Ojenike, Odugbemi and Ojenike (2016) investigated the 

imperativeness of media in achieving social change: The Nigerian experience and finding shows that 

media can influence social change over time.  Against this backdrop, one becomes inquisitive in 

determining the reality on ground when it comes to the Ebonyi State rural dwellers’ perception, 

comprehension and application of the VAPP law radio messages which target drastic cultural changes 

ranging from stoppage of female circumcision, widow’s right to husband’s property and wife battery.  

Theoretical Framework  
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 The study was anchored on the foundations of Framing and Attitude Change Theories. Framing 

theory is believed by some literature to have been popularised by Gottman E. in 1974 as contained in his 

book titled, “Frame Analysis,” (Scheufele, 1999). Frame theory is said to be an expansion of the agenda 

setting theory of the press. The theory besides accepting that the media focuses attention on certain  issue 

they consider topical and thereby drawing the attention of the masses to it, also posits that the way, 

manner and language with which such issue is presented to the masses largely influences the masses 

perception of it. In essence, framing theory opined that how a matter is presented to the audience 

influences the choices they make about such a subject matter, (Gottman 1974). The theory suggests that 

people interpret what is going on around their world through their primary framework. According to 

Gottman (1974), this primary frames are made up of natural and social frames through which man is a 

able to interpret  the communication stimuli coming his way on daily basis. The theory, according to 

Scheufele (1999), makes four major assumptions: journalists elect the topics they will present and still 

bear the professional responsibility of deciding how the selected topics would be presented to the 

audience. This means that framing theory believes that the media not only determine the issues audience 

think about but also work to ensure that they determine how the audience think about the issue, audience 

interpret information through their own frame. Audience frames may overlap or contradict the media 

frames, media frames are reinforced every time they are evoked, whether positively or negatively and 

frame building is a systematic process that occurs over time. 

Therefore, frame is simply the way a communication source defines and constructs any piece of 

communicated information. The theory is relevant to this study because, the framing of the radio VAPP 

law messages is a major factor that can either make or mar the audience comprehension and willingness 

to apply the provisions of the law. 

On the other hand, the attitude change theory is said to have evolved from the 20th century work 

of Carl Hovland, (Baran and Davis, 2007). The theory posits that the complex and complicated processes 

that culminate to attitude change is such that three mutually dependent variables must work together. 

These variables are: the communicator, the content of the communication and the audience. Baran and 

Davis (2007) maintain that the postulations of the theory is premised on the findings made by Carl 

Hovland which suggest that: attitude is hard to change, most of the time, attitude change campaigns and 

messages succeed better in reinforcing existing attitude, attitude change campaigns/messages do not 

have the same degree of effect on all the people, and all the time, only attitude specifically targeted by 

campaigns/messages that show change and attitude change with the passing of time. 

Explaining the position of the theory, Wogu (2008) refers to Folarins (1998) as saying that the 

theory was expanded by Defleur and Ball-Rokeach who did an in-depth analysis of the discourse on the 

individual differences when it comes to media influence and effect. The central message of the theory 

maintains that audience are not just passive consumers of the media contents, but, very active 

consumers. As such, the campaigns and messages must be adequately persuasive to make them effective 

in changing the psychology of the audience in the direction of the predetermined objective of the 

campaigner or communicator. Consequently, media campaigns and messages targeted at social- cultural 

change must be packaged bearing in mind the active nature of the audience in the consumption of the 

media contents.  Media campaigns and messages have to be sold to the audience, Wogu (2008). 

The study was guided by this theory because the radio VAPP law messages under study are 

targeted at attitude and cultural change among the people. As highlighted earlier, such issues as female 

genital mutilation, man superiority and rights to wife battery and denial of widow’s right over husband’s 

property are cultural to the Ebonyi just like other Africans. In consequence, campaigners must blend the 

postulations of the framing and attitude change theories in the packaging and execution of their 

campaigns targeted at a paradigm shift to the demand of the modern world and culture.  
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Research Methodology 

The study adopted descriptive design. Consequently, the researcher adopted survey for data 

generation. The projected population of the study (as at April 25th, 2020) was 234,678 of adult men drawn 

from three local government areas of the state. Multi-stage sampling procedure was used in sampling one 

local government area from each of the three senatorial constituencies of the state and the actual 

respondents. The selected local government areas were: Onicha (Ebonyi South), Ikwo (Ebonyi Central) 

and Ohaukwu (Ebonyi North). The systematic sampling procedure of lucky deep was used to select one 

local government area from each of the three senatorial zones in the Ebonyi State. The same procedure of 

lucky deep was used in selecting one village from of each of the communities that make up of the 

sampled LGAs. Each of these villages was divided into four zones or areas and the respondents met 

through the systematic sampling of the compounds and house holds. Married men and women were 

purposefully sampled and administered with the questionnaire. The researchers personally assisted the 

less or non educated ones in responding to the questions. Online Australian Sample Size Calculator was 

used to calculate a sample size of 384 for the study for which 376 copies of the questionnaire were 

considered valid and used for the analysis. Twenty copies of the questionnaire were pretested in a test-

retest pilot study carried out in Umuogudu-Akpu- Mgbo community of Ohaukwu local Government area. 

Pearson’s   r correlation coefficient of 0.95 confirmed the reliability of the instrument. The Questionnaire 

contains structured five-point Likert scale questions. The data generated were analysed through the 

computation of percentage tables. The hypotheses of the study were tested using Pearson Chi-Square test 

of independence.  

Test of Hypotheses/ Data Presentation and Analysis 

Hypothesis One 

Ho:  Exposure to radio messages on VAPP law among the residents of rural communities of  Ebonyi 

State  does not significantly influence their knowledge of the law. 

 This hypothesis was tested according to item 19 from the analysis of the data collated using statistical chi-

square test thus; 

X2 = ∑ ( O-E  )2,  

   E             =  E = Expected frequency ,  Where O = Observed Frequency, ∑ = Summation of the 

contingency table. 

Table 1. Determining if exposure to VAPP law radio messages among the people is significantly 

influencing their knowledge of the provisions of the law. 

 

S/N 

Item 

 

 

SA A U D SD 

16 Radio messages on VAPP law 

have made you understand the 

dangers associated to wife/ 

husband battery, girl child 

circumcision, denial of widows’ 

rights and other forms of 

domestic violence  

200 

(52.6%) 

84 

(22.1%) 

32 (8.4%) 42 (11.1%) 22 (5.8%) 

Source: Field survey, 2020. 

 

Expected frequency 380   = 76 

       5 
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Table. 2: Chi-square test to determine if exposure to VAPP law radio messages among the 

people is significantly influencing their knowledge of the provisions of the law 

Observed frequency 

(O) 

Expected 

frequency (E) 

  O-E (O-E)2 ∑ ( O-E  )2 

        E  

 

200 76      124 15376 202.3 

84 76       8 64 0.84 

32 76      -44 1936 25.5 

42 76      -34 1156 15.2 

22 76      -54  2916 8.4 

∑    282.2 

Source: Field survey, 2020. 

Calculated chi-square = 265.7, df= 4, Level of significance = (0.05), The critical value under 0.05 level of 

significance at degree of freedom (df) 4 = 9.49, Calculated chi-square (X2) = 282.2, Critical value = 9.49 

 

 

Decision Rule 

Since the calculated chi square of 282.2 value is greater than the critical value of 9’49, the null hypothesis 

was rejected while the alternate was accepted. This shows that exposure to radio VAPP law messages is 

significantly influencing the people’s knowledge of the law. 

 

 Hypothesis Two 

H0:     The level of knowledge on radio messages on VAPP law among the residents of rural     

 communities,   Ebonyi State does not significantly relate with their application of the law. 

Table. 3: Determining if the people’s knowledge of the VAPP law messages is influencing their 

application of the law 

Source:  Field survey, 2020. 

Table. 4: Chi-square test to determine if the people’s knowledge of the radio VAPP law 

messages is significantly influencing their application of the law 

Observed frequency 

(O) 

Expected 

frequency (E) 

  O-E (O-E)2 ∑ ( O-E  )2 

        E  

 

209 76      133 17689 232.8 

72 76       -4 16 0.21 

18 76      -58 3364 44.3 

49 76      -27 729 9.59 

17 Your listenership of EBBC and Unity 

FM’s VAPP law messages have 

convinced you that girl child 

circumcision, beating your 

wife/husband, denying widows their 

rights and other forms of domestic 

violence are bad and should be stopped 

forthwith.   

209 

(55%) 

72 

(18.9%) 

18 (4.8%) 49 

(12.9%) 

32 (8.4%) 
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32 76      -44  1936 25.47 

∑    312.4 

Source:  Field survey, 2020. 

 

Calculated chi-square = 312.4, degree of freedom (df)= 4, Level of significance = (0.05), level of 

significance at degree of freedom 4 = 9.49, Critical value = 9.49, Calculated chi-square (X2) =312.4 

 

Decision Rule  

The calculated chi-square value is greater than the critical value. This means that the null hypothesis was   

rejected while the alternate was accepted. And this suggests that the people’s knowledge of the VAPP law 

messages is influencing their application of the law. 

 

Hypothesis Three 

Ho:       The people’s level of education does not significantly influence their application of the radio 

messages on the VAPP law in the rural communities of Ebonyi State. 

 

Table. 5: Chi-Square test to Determine if the people’s level of education significantly influence their 

knowledge of the radio VAPP law messages 

Educational 

qualification 

Knowledge of radio messages on VAPP law Total 

Very high High Low Very low 

FSLC 26(6.3%) 0(0.0%) 0(0.0%) 0(0.0%) 26(6.8%) 

SSCE 59(15.5%) 23(6.1%) 0(0.0%) 0(0.0%) 82(20.0%) 

NCE/OND 0(0.0%) 121(31..8%) 0(0.0%) 0(0.0%) 121(31.8%) 

B.Sc & above 0(0.0%) 107(28.2.0%) 40(10.5%) 4(1.1%) 151(39.7%) 

Total 85(22.4%) 251(66.1%) 40(10.5%) 4(1.1%) 380(100.0%) 

 

Computed chi-square = 401.051; Df = 9; P-Value = 0.000; Critical Chi-square = 16.919 

Source: Field Survey, 2020 

             The chi square test result shows the computed χ2 at df = 9 and P-value of 0.000 is 401.051 while the 

critical χ2 value is 16.919 at P-value of 0.05. The result indicated that there is statistically significant 

relationship (P <0.000) between educational qualification and the people’s knowledge of radio VAPP law 

messages. As a result of this, the alternative hypothesis was accepted that the people’s knowledge of radio 

VAPP law messages is influenced by the people’s level of education. 
  

Table 6: Ascertaining the major inhibitors to the people’ knowledge and application of the radio 

VAPP law messages and their perception of the messages 

Items Freq. % 

Parts of the messages that warn that breakers of the VAPP law would be punished 

irritate me. 

 

Many provisions of the VAPP law as made known by the radio messages conflict with 

my cultural beliefs.  

 

72 

 

242 

 

 

58 

19% 

 

63.7% 

 

15.3% 

2% 
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The messages are not persuasive and are boring to me. 

 

The messages are aired at the wrong time. 

 

8 

 380 100% 

Source: Field work (2020) 

 The data in the table suggest that the people’s culture is still a major inhibitor to the success of radio 

VAPP law messages. 

        

 Discussion of Findings  
 Findings from the test of hypotheses (as presented above) suggest that: exposure to radio 

messages on VAPP law among the people significantly correlates with their knowledge of the provisions 

of the law, knowledge of the radio VAPP law messages significantly influences the application of the law 

among the people, those with higher level of education tends to admit more understanding and application 

of the messages and not only do the people perceive the messages as laying undue emphasis on the use of 

legal force to ensure compliance, but they believe that the law largely conflicts with their cultural belief 

and values. These findings largely re-echo the earlier submission of Happer and Philo (2013) that 

exposure to media messages led to significant attitudinal change among the people studied. Ojenike, 

Odugbemi and Ojenike (2016) also declared that their finding suggests that media messages influence 

social change towards the desired objective of the campaigner. 

 But a further probing of the probable rationale behind the above findings of the study may reveal 

the subtle intervention of other mediating factors. For instance, the element of threat of prosecution of 

offenders in the radio VAPP law messages might have cowed or forced the people to apply the law. The 

data in the table 6 above shows that 72 (19%) of the respondents had pointed accusing fingers on the 

threats in the content of the messages. Research evidence abounds of situation where people admitted 

knowledge of media message but rejected application of the message, (Nwankwo. Ojo and Apeh, 2015). 

Perhaps, the threat in the contents of the radio VAPP law messages is accountable for the apparent 

contradictions in some of the findings of the study. As could be seen from the test of hypothesis two and 

the analysis of data in the table 6 above, the same people who admitted significant application of the 

messages/ law turned to overwhelmingly declare that the messages/ the law conflict with many aspects of 

their culture. Earlier in the introduction section, we highlighted the fact that the radio VAPP law messages 

under review contained frames of threat of punishment to offenders, name-calling against those who 

engage in wife battery and female genital mutilation and frame that conclude that those who deny widows 

their right to their late husband’s wealth are wicked. Ironically, all these practices are culturally 

acceptable in the area and those who perpetuate them simply consider themselves as carrying out their 

traditional/ cultural assignments. It is therefore hard to conclude that the people’s knowledge and 

application of the law as found by the study is significantly consequent upon their exposure to the radio 

VAPP law messages. The need to escape breaking the law and becoming a victim, avoid name calling and 

being perceived as a wicked person might have played major role in coercing the people to apply the 

messages under review. 

 The above line of thought was informed assumption of the attitude change theory that culture/ 

attitude is hard to change. And true to the above assumption, many studies have corroborated it. For 

instance, Nwankwo, Ojo and Apeh (2015) had submitted that the radio progrommes studied were 

ineffective embrace cultural change. Simon and Ndoma (2016) also submitted that their finding suggests 

that the Nigerian media is not significantly potent in the transformation of indigenous culture. However, 

the above line of thought is not in any way suggesting that a given people’s culture cannot be transformed 

with time. James, Akarike and Nnamdie (2017) maintain that through the process of cultivation, the 

media can influence people’s culture either ways. It therefore suffices to accept that when all other 

possible intervening variables are held constant, it may be safe to agree with the suggestive findings of the 



Ebonyi State University Journal of Mass Communication 

ISSN: 2449-0369 Vol. 7, Issue 1, pp. 57-70, June 2020 

 

 www.ebsujmc.com Page 13 
 

study that radio VAPP law messages are influencing the residents of the rural communities of Ebonyi 

state to apply the law in line with accepted standard in a world that has become highly globalized. 

Conclusion 

Radio VAPP law messages are not only educating the residents of the Ebonyi rural communities 

on the provisions of the law, but are largely playing part in influencing the people to apply the provisions 

of the law in line with the expectations of the governments and development agencies.   

Recommendations 

 Consequent upon the findings of the study, the followings are recommended:  

1. Government and non- governmental agencies in Ebonyi State should ensure the regular and 

sustained broadcast of the messages to ensure the new culture as targeted by the VAPP law is 

fully entrenched in the state. 

2. Radio VAPP law messages should be packaged in form of Radio drama, discussion, phone-in 

programme and debate to stimulate the people’s interest much more and enhance their 

knowledge and application of the law. 

3. Popular traditional rulers, elders and leaders (both men and women) should be used to endorse 

the radio VAPP law messages to facilitate acceptance by the rural dwellers. 

4. Radio VAPP law messages targeted at the Ebonyi rural dwellers should be presented in the 

people’s local dialects as opposed to the use of the central Igbo and English Languages.   
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